
 
 

Invitation to String Ensemble for Prep and Senior Pupils 

 

I am delighted to have joined the Music Department at Manor House School, Bookham; 

even in these strange times, it is clear to me that it is a wonderful place to learn and 

work and I have thoroughly enjoyed supporting my lovely new students over the past 

couple of months.  

 

A bit of background: I am a qualified primary school teacher, a music specialist 

classroom teacher at The Royal Kent School and a very experienced violin teacher with a 

diploma from the Royal Northern College of Music. I have taught violin and run 

orchestras for the Kingston Music Service, Rosebery School and Coombe Hill Junior 

School in Kingston and I have a thriving private teaching studio.  

 

I would like to take this opportunity to invite all string players in the Prep and Senior 

Schools to join me for some ensemble playing after Easter: I will be re-launching Junior 

Strings on Tuesdays at 10.50am and Senior Strings at 10.50am on Fridays.  

 

After being apart for so long and being largely limited to practising on our own at home, 

I am so looking forward to supporting the girls to enjoy playing together – it is the best 

bit about playing a musical instrument!  

 

I will be arranging music so that there is a part to suit the level of every player in each 

group and there will be some additional challenges and solo opportunities for the more 

advanced. The emphasis will be on playing music that we enjoy, developing ensemble 

skills and feeling a sense of shared purpose and pride in the musical results.  

 

I know that many of my violin students are planning to take part and I would like to 

encourage all violin, viola, cello and double bass players - whether you have lessons in 

school or out – to come along and give it a go. The first sessions will be on Tuesday 27 

April for the Preps and Friday 30 April for the Seniors and the sessions will be weekly. 

Just bring your instrument along to the Music Department at 10.50am - I cannot wait!  

 

If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to get in touch with me: 

 

 

Mrs Helen Macfarlane, Visiting Violin Teacher 

Email: hcmacfarlaneMH@gmail.com   
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