
 

 

12 February 2021 
 
Dear Parents 
 
Virtual Learning – Spring 2021 Update 
 
It has been a focussed and dare we say intense few weeks since we ‘returned’ to school in January, 
for both pupils, parents and staff. The lesson-by-lesson virtual learning has been well received and 
the girls have undoubtedly continued to progress in their studies. Nevertheless, we are mindful that 
increased time on screens and this extended period without face-to-face socialisation with friends 
and classmates has taken its toll on many of the girls. 
 
This week’s ‘Feel Good February’ was in response to this and we hope the different approaches to 
learning this week, alongside the individual tutor reviews, have been a positive way to end this half 
term. 
 
After consulting with School Council, listening to feedback from the Parents Association and 
reflecting on our own observations, we will be making some adaptations to virtual learning from 
Monday 22 February. These are outlined for your daughter in the attached ‘Virtual Learning Spring 
2021’ update and are elaborated upon below. 
 
Registration – this will take place from 8.45am every day, with a shortened programme of 
assemblies. On Wednesday and Thursday, we will be introducing form-time socialisation, to give the 
girls the opportunity to ‘meet’ informally in Teams breakout rooms. 
 
Lesson Times – we have made some adjustment to lesson timings to add a buffer zone between 
most lessons, to ensure that girls are not going directly from one screen-based activity directly into 
another. There is a slightly extended lunch period so your daughter can get out for some fresh air 
and exercise where possible. 
 
Cameras on in lessons – to try and counter feelings of isolation and loneliness, we are expecting the 
girls to keep their cameras on for all lessons. This will also help to improve the learning experience 
for all. Please note, this will mark a change in what has become the norm in lessons for Seniors, so 
we would be grateful for parental support in re-establishing the opportunity to see faces in class. 
Where domestic circumstances or individual anxieties make this unworkable, parents should please 
complete this brief form to make the school aware. 
 
Tutor review day – we are planning for a tutor review day on Wednesday 10 March where there will 
be another chance for your daughter to meet individually with her Form Tutor. We hope that we 
may be back in school by that date, but as we have come to learn, it’s best to plan for all 
eventualities! 
 



Homework and PE lessons – please see the attachment for details of changes in these areas that 
require no further explanation here. 
 
Finally, thank you for your continued support and many messages of encouragement that have been 
so greatly appreciated by all staff. We hope your daughter has a restful half term and we look 
forward to seeing her on screen on Monday 22 February at 8.45am. 
 
Kind regards 
 
 
Mr Simon Hillier 
Deputy Head Teacher 
 
 
 


