
Manor House School 
Parents’ Association Meeting 

Monday 13th May, 2019 
 
Attendees and Apologies: 

      

    In Attendance Apologies 

Philippa Wheeler PW Reception    

Laura Forsyth LF Y1 and Y3    

Sally Scothern SS Y4    

Zahra Ivings ZI Y5  Secretary   

Fiona Weiner FW Y6    

Michelle Agate MA Y7    

Helen King HK Y8    

Vanessa Barton VB Y9    

Lorraine Moynihan LM Y10    

Mandy Morgan MM Y11    

S Hillier SH MHS    

      

      

 
 

Minutes and Matters Arising 

No matters arising from the previous minutes with 1 issue discussed at the previous meeting being reported back on. 
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Parents Association Questions   
    

 

 

      

FORM Topic 
 

Question 
 

MHS Response 

            

Nursery     no questions received 

  

  

            

Rec School Magazine 
 

Is a second issue of the ‘Manor House Life’ 
magazine planned? The first issue was in 
Autumn 2017 and I’ve seen nothing since. 
It would be great if the school could 
produce a termly/bi-annual school 
magazine.  

The second issue of Manor House Life was published in 
September 2018 and delivered by post to families. We are sorry 
you didn't receive your copy and will make one available to you. A 
3rd edition is being planned and will be published in September. 

  Pirate Ship 
 

 
This has been a huge hit with my daughter 
and her class.  Thank you.   

 
Thank you for the feedback. We too are pleased with the ship. 

            

Y1 
  

Please can the gardeners avoid using the 
leaf blowers outside the garden block 
whilst we are waiting with our daughters to 
go into their classrooms at 8.30am!  

Yes, most certainly and we apologise for this having happened 
again. 

  
  

Girls are very happy, thank you.    

            

Y2 
  

no questions received    

  
   

   

            

Y3 
  

no questions received    
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Y4 
  

Is there a thin school raincoat that 
SchoolBlazer could provide.   We used to 
have a green one which was handy for 
warmer days with rain which could be 
packed in very easily.    

 

We have followed this up with 
SchoolBblazer – they do stock a 
lightweight raincoat, a photograph of 
which I’ve included. We are awaiting 
further product details and I have 
requested a sample which will be 
available to view in reception.  
£15.50 ex VAT. 
  
 

  
   

   

            

Y5 Pool 
 

Please can we get an update on the 
outside shower? 

 

We have spent some time looking into this and sought the advice 
and quotations from a number of contractors. What we had 
assumed at the last PA meeting would be something quite 
straightforward, has turned out not to be the case! The heating for 
the pool is a sealed system meaning it's not possible to tap into it 
to provide hot water for a shower. A hot water shower (we don't 
believe a cold water system would be acceptable) would therefore 
need its own boiler. This in turn would need somewhere to be 
housed with there being very limited space in the pool pump room 
to hang a boiler. There may be the option to convert one of the 
toilets in the pool area to a shower but by this stage we are looking 
at costs of £5000 upwards, which has not gone through the 
budget approved for the current year. The new Bursar Mr Ellison 
will therefore consider this alongside the other premises projects 
as we move forward to try and address this issue. 
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  Lost property 
 

Can they appoint someone in school for 
being either main point of contact and 
sort/distribute the items out of lost property 
regularly. We have to write in to teachers 
asking them to find the items and Ms 
Farnham too, so would it not be sensible to 
have a teacher or few teachers to deal with 
this regularly. We as parents are not 
allowed to go through the lost property.  

 

Any items of lost property that are named are returned to the 
pupils via the Form boxes by the office staff. Parents are welcome 
to view any items of unnamed lost property that the office holds or 
have been put in the lost property cupboard. Please just ask the 
office staff and they can assist. The PE staff also have a container 
of lost property made up of items that are left in the changing 
rooms or out on courts at the end of each day. Pupils generally 
find their lost property in here when they discover they are missing 
a piece of kit the next lesson. This will now all go back to the office 
at the end of each week where named items can be returned and 
unnamed items can go in the lost property cupboard. 

  Year 6 trip 
 

Can someone explain why the Year 6 trip 
has changed from France to Spain, not a 
problem but, we know from the French 
teacher they planned to go to France when 
discussed at the parents evening,  then we 
are issued with a letter saying trip to Spain 
which the itinerary is not very cultural.  

 

The French trips have always been planned by Mrs Hilleard. With 
her retirement this summer, remaining staff were keen to try 
something new and as girls learn Spanish in years 5 and 6, Spain 
was an alternative suggestion.  The French trip, whilst being very 
popular, has involved some quite traditional activities e.g. snail 
farm, goat’s cheese farm and there is a lot of coach travel involved 
for these relatively short activities. 
 
The trip to Costa Brava was proposed as it provides both a cultural 
and exciting experience of modern Spain, in a safe coastal area of 
the country. There will be a day trip to Girona to visits its cathedral 
and museums, and its Arab baths. There will also be a visit to a 
local market. One of the days will be spent at a theme park. There 
will be lots of opportunities for girls to practise their Spanish. The 
itinerary is flexible and other activities can be organised, e.g. 
churros making or a trip to a national park. However, please do 
come along to the meeting after half term to find out more and to 
see whether this is a change supported by the majority, 
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Y6 Sports app 
 

Please can the sports app be updated 
regularly.  Sometimes the team members 
aren't listed.  Also please could the 
Saturday matches be highlighted in the 
school newsletter as it comes as a bit of a 
surprise at the last minute as we don't 
regularly compete at the weekend. 

 

Team sheets are for logistical reasons always completed by the 
Wednesday of the week before the fixtures. Dates of fixtures are 
posted prior to this and usually at least a term in advance including 
for Saturday fixtures. Parents at the meeting have fed-back that 
there was an error with the publication of the finish time for District 
sports and supported the idea that Saturday matches need to 
stand out more clearly. Mr Hillier said he would feedback both 
issues to PE team. 

  
   

   

            

Y7 Lunchtime sport 
 

Can the girls be instructed to change into 
their PE tops for sport during lunch time, 
especially in warm weather.  Hot sweaty 
blue shirts are not pleasant for sitting in 
afternoon lessons.  

We have liaised with the sports staff on this. Their only concern is 
the time it would take to change into and then out of kit thus 
reducing the time available to play in what is already a fairly tight 
lunch time schedule. 

  
  

Can the amount of academic lesson time 
being missed for sport be monitored. 

 

There is always a balance to be struck between providing 'Happy 
and Healthy' sporting opportunities whilst ensuring 'Academic 
Excellence' in lessons, with different pupils being involved in 
different amounts and ranges of activities. If you believe that this 
balance is out of kilter for your daughter then please contact her 
Form Tutor directly so this can be addressed. 

   
Senior summer 
uniform 

 
 
Could seniors have their own style optional 
summer uniform?  I appreciate the reason 
why the seniors with the old style uniform 
didn't like it because the old uniform was 
see through.  I'm sure a suitable material 
and style could be found.  Last summer 
was very hot around exam time and sitting 
in a woollen skirt and polyester shirt is not 
that comfortable!  

 
As you know, there is a blue/white striped summer dress which is 
available as an option for Year 7 and 8 pupils only. We did consult 
with the girls on summer uniform when we moved over to 
Schoolblazer and at that time, there seemed to be little demand for 
this.  
 
At the meeting parents fed-back that that whilst parents can see 
the merits of having a summer dress there may well be a 
reluctance for from the girls to wear it. It was also highlighted that 
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An option for the summer for seniors could 
be a lighter weight skirt and cardigan - like 
the winter version but lighter fabric.  I am 
not surprised they are not keen on the 
summer dress as it is associated with 
primary schools.  

as the current Y5/6 girls, who are used to wearing summer dress, 
make the transition into seniors they may be happier to wear this 
in Y7-8. It will also be made available to Y9 in case any of them do 
with to take this option.  

  
  

Senior production - could shows be at the 
end of the week rather than at the 
beginning.  Perhaps one show on 
Thursday night and 2 on Friday?  Also, can 
exams avoid show week please. 

 

The Senior production normally takes place in the week before the 
Easter break to reduce the impact on the curriculum. It's 
traditionally been held on the Monday-Wednesday following the 
rehearsal on the Sunday and to allow for the collection of 
costumes from girls and the taking down of the set by staff before 
we break for the holiday. However, we will put this request to Mrs 
Williams for her consideration as this was something that Parents 
at the meeting also felt would be a good thing as the girls were so 
tired by the end of the week. 

   
 
Reading 

 
Can the school introduce a programme in 
form time focusing on reading for pleasure 
- doesn't have to be high brow books - just 
so the girls ideally always have a home 
book on the go and that becomes part of 
the school culture to read for pleasure - 
just once a week to encourage them 
more?  

This is a nice suggestion that we will liaise with Form Tutors on. 
As is often the case, time is not always on our side in the mornings 
with assemblies, church and PSHE all scheduled for this time slot 
but we can explore the viability of this idea. 

   
Late bus 

 
Could a late bus option be introduced for 
parents who live far away so that girls 
could take it to a central location.  E.g. 
Esher for the Kingston area and be 
collected from there rather than having to 
come to school.  This relates to when they 
finish at 6pm after sports clubs and events.  
It is safer than them taking a train from 
Effingham especially in the winter.  

Mr Ellison, our new Bursar who is in his third week in post will look 
into this as part of a wider review into school transport. He will be 
in attendance at the next meeting where he will report back on any 
initial findings. 
 
Parents at the meeting felt it would be a good idea to seek input 
on this review from parents via the newsletter which Mr Hillier said 
he would take forward. This particular point would be fed back to 
Mr Ellison. 
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Y8 summer exams 
BEFORE half 
term previously 
requested 

 
What was the outcome was of moving the 
summer exams to  a time slot NOT directly 
after the half term break. I appreciate that 
when the girls get to GCSE years then this 
time is imperative to study. However, other 
secondary schools hold their exams in 
different weeks (or have moved them) so 
the children can enjoy half term and go 
away as a family to relax without the 
thought of exams hanging over them. 
Either before half term or even a week 
later would help. The majority of our year 
group supported this request to the PA last 
year.  

After the feedback last year, we did look at this proposal. 
Unfortunately, due to where Easter fell within the calendar this 
year, we have had a half term of 4 weeks and 1 day which did not 
provide enough curriculum time to cover the content required for 
the examinations to take place. 

   
trees overgrown 

 
 
Manor House Lane is so overgrown and 
the trees/bushes definitely need  a trim 

 

We are able to cut back and maintain trees and bushes on the 
school site but those on Manor House lane are beyond our remit, 
either being the responsibility of the council or property owners. 
We will however contact the council to make them aware of the 
situation and urge parents to do the same if this is a concern. 

            

Y9 
  

no questions received    

            

Y10 
  

Please can someone address the issue 
that there are not enough permanent seats 
on the bus to Cobham. Some evenings my 
daughter gets the bus that takes 20 
minutes but if there are not 2 seats 
available my other daughter has to get the 
bus that takes 1.5 hours and she gets in at 
6pm. I believe this is also affecting Oxshott 
pupils too. Y10 and Y8 

 

Mr Ellison, our new Bursar who is in his third week in post will look 
into this as part of a wider review into school transport. He will be 
in attendance at the next meeting where he will report back on any 
initial findings. 
 
Parents at the meeting felt it would be a good idea to seek input 
on this review from parents via the newsletter which Mr Hillier said 
he would take forward. This particular point would be fed back to 
Mr Ellison who can be contacted at 
bursar@manorhouseschool.org  

mailto:bursar@manorhouseschool.org
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Can you ask about the timing of end-of-
term reports?  Their timing is appalling - 
they don't come out at the end of term, or 
end of half-term, even though the form 
indicates that they are due every half 
term.  I still don't have the update for the 
end of last term, which was over five 
weeks ago, even though X says the 
teachers say that they have updated 
them.  Every other school I know sends 
reports out before the last day of term.  I 
know it's just a series of letters and 
numbers (honestly, how long can it 
take??), and if the school say they will 
report that frequently, then they really 
should follow through........  

In response to parental feedback via this forum, we have looked at 
alternatives to publishing reports at the ends of term as it does not 
give the girls the chance to respond to the feedback that they are 
offered. The changes to the progress reports are focussed on 
providing this kind of feedback to enhance learning rather than a 
broader but ultimately less useful narrative. The transition to the 
new reports has probably not helped in terms of establishing the 
timings of reports but we will publish a schedule at the start of the 
2019-20 academic year so there is transparency here from the 
outset. 
 
Mr Hillier also said at the meeting that with the inspectors in school 
the previous week, there had been an impact on any work in 
progress with staff (teaching and admin) trying this week to ‘catch-
up’. 

  
  

 
 
we are disappointed by the number of 
teachers leaving...difficult for the girls to 
lose teachers half way thro0ugh GCSE's 
and this is especially true for 
science/Chemistry. 

 

We appreciate that staff leaving is often not ideal in terms of 
continuity in the short term. However, to date we have been 
fortunate to have been able to recruit skilled practitioners who 
have brought new experiences and ideas that has helped to keep 
the school as vibrant learning environment. We also have to 
accept that teachers will sometimes want to broaden their own 
horizons as part of their personal and professional development as 
is the case in most professions, even when we wish this weren't 
the case! 

            

Y11 
  

no questions received    

  
   

   

 
Minute taker: S Hillier 
 
Next meeting: Monday 14th October 7.30 


