
KS3 Subject Content Overview Autumn Term 2018 

Year 8 

Subject Topic(s) Key words/ideas/themes 

Maths Shape/ Number/ 

Data/ Algebra 

Sequences, Angles in parallel Lines, Probability, Fraction/Decimal/Percentage Problems, 

Algebraic Expansion and simplification, Area and Volume 

English My Family and Other 

Animals 

OR 

The Secret Garden 

Creative Writing – planning a narrative. Using a range of Punctuation and vocabulary. 

Crafting texts and editing texts. 

Reading – evaluation of language, analysis of language and structure. 

Biology Photosynthesis and 

respiration  

Photosynthesis, leaves and photosynthesis, gaseous exchange in plants, breathing, 

aerobic respiration, anaerobic respiration, circulatory system and the heart  

Chemistry Acids and Bases pH scale, Acids, Bases, Neutralisation, making salt methods 

Physics Sound Frequency/Pitch, Amplitude, Vibrations, Decibels, The Ear, Hearing Ranges, Vacuum 

French Studio 1 Ch5 

 

Studio 2 Ch1 

Holidays/getting ready to go out/buying food/numbers to 100/holiday plans and what 

we would like to do 

TV/reading/films/online activities in different tenses + with opinions 

Spanish Presentations & TV / 

Film 

Activities you do in your spare time at home, preferences, nationality with adjectives, 

near future tense, film, TV, making excuses  

German Stimmt 2 Ch1 Past and present tense talking about our towns/holidays/weather 

Geography Coastal Landscapes Geography Investigation skills. Coasts: physical processes and landforms and human 

use of coastal areas.  

History Elizabeth 1, Spanish 

Armada, English Civil 

war, Cromwell, The 

Great Plague, Fire of 

London 

Abolition, Dissolution, Reformation, Protestant, Catholic, Civil War, Persecution, Empire, 

Slave, Revolution, Tudors, Stuarts, Trade, Transatlantic 

Latin Stages 8 - 10 Language: dative case, pronouns, comparative & superlative adjectives, verb 

consolidation. 



Background: Pompeian amphitheatre & gladiators; baths; Roman education; evidence 

for Roman culture (British Museum trip). 

Classical 

Civilisation 

Ancient city of 

Athens 

Birth of Athene and the naming of Athens; Greek temple design: festivals for the gods 

with focus on the Panathenaia (British Museum trip); Greek worship & sacrifice. 

RS Buddhism Buddha, Enlightenment, Dukkha, Tanha, Nirodha, Four Noble truths, Eightfold Path, The 

five precepts, Meditation 

Art Work from 

observation. Fashion 

project. 

Line drawing, observation, still life, detailed paintings. Elizabeth Blackadder. Fashion 

design, creating garments from rubbish, fashion show. 

Drama Working from text 

exploring extracts 

from Oliver and 

Matilda 

Focus Acting, developing roles, responding to a script, costume, set, props and 

performance. 

ICT Using computers 

and iPads safely 

responsibly  
 

ICT Business 

Scenario 

OSA online safety certificate covering online bullying, grooming (including 

radicalisation), sexting, safe use of smartphones, digital footprints, live streaming, 

gaming, reporting of concerns. 

 

Email signatures, out of office reply, screen shots, logo and advertisement design 

through desk top publishing, introduction to accounts - spreadsheets 

Food Tech Meals to feed your 

family 

Healthy eating & balanced diet, nutrients, continuing knife skills and food preparation 

methods, methods of heat transfer, use of equipment, focus on working with meat, fish, 

dough and dairy products, 

Music  The musical elements specifically texture, timbre and structure. Topic on the Beatles: 

historical background, analysis of their music, playing and arranging versions of 

particular songs.  Understanding how to read and play a bass and melody line to create 

homophony. Carol service preparation, singing in 3 parts. 

PE  Swimming, Netball, Dance, Hockey, Volleyball, Striking and fielding, Gym, Athletics, 

Tennis 

 


