
Year 9 Summer Reading 

Author Suggested Titles Genres 

Adele 

Geras 

 

The siege of Troy has lasted almost ten years. Inside the 

walled city, food is becoming scarce and the death toll is 

rising. From the heights of Mount Olympus, the Gods keep 

watch. But Aphrodite, Goddess of Love, is bored with the 

endless, dreary war, and so she turns her attention to two 

sisters: Marpessa, who is gifted with God-sight and serves as 

handmaiden to Helen, the most beautiful woman in the 

world; and Xanthe, who is kind and loving and tends the 

wounded soldiers in the Blood Room. When Eros fits an 

arrow to his silver-lit bow and lets it fly, neither sister will 

escape its power.  

J R R 

Tolkien 

 

Sauron, the Dark Lord, has gathered to him all the Rings of 

Power – the means by which he intends to rule Middle-earth. 

All he lacks in his plans for dominion is the One Ring – the 

ring that rules them all – which has fallen into the hands of 

the hobbit, Bilbo Baggins. In a sleepy village in the Shire, 

young Frodo Baggins finds himself faced with an immense 

task, as the Ring is entrusted to his care. He must leave his 

home and make a perilous journey across the realms of 

Middle-earth to the Crack of Doom, deep inside the 

territories of the Dark Lord. There he must destroy the Ring 

forever and foil the Dark Lord in his evil purpose. 

Jamila 

Gavin 

 

The Coram man takes babies and money from desperate 

mothers, promising to deliver them safely to a Foundling 

Hospital in London. Instead, he murders them and buries 

them by the roadside, to the helpless horror of his mentally 

ill son, Mish.  Mish saves one, Aaron, who grows up happily 

unaware of his history, proving himself a promising 

musician.  As Aaron's new life takes him closer to his 

real family, the watchful Mish makes a terrible mistake, 

delivering Aaron and his best friend Toby back into the 

hands of the Coram man. 

Linda 

Newbery 

 

When Samuel Godwin, a young and naive art tutor, accepts a 

job with the Farrow family at their majestic home, little does 

he expect to come across a place containing such secrets 

and lies. His two tutees are as different as can be: younger 

sister Marianne, full of flightiness and nervous imagination, 

and Juliana, sensible and controlled. Helped by their 

governess, Charlotte Agnew, Samuel begins to uncover 

slowly why Marianne is so emotionally fragile, and in doing 

so uncovers a web of intrigue. But his discoveries lead to 

revenge and betrayal and lives all around are turned upside 

down. 
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Mal Peet 

 

When her grandfather dies, Tamar inherits a box containing 

a series of clues and coded messages. Out of the past, 

another Tamar emerges, a man involved in the terrifying 

world of resistance fighters in Nazi-occupied Holland half a 

century before. His story is one of passionate love, jealousy, 

and tragedy set against the daily fear and casual horror of 

the Second World War — and unraveling it is about to 

transform Tamar’s life forever. 

Malorie 

Blackman 

 

Sephy and Callum have been friends since early childhood. 

And that's as far as it can go. Because theirs is a world full 

prejudice, racism, distrust and mounting terrorist violence. 

Despite all this, a romance builds between the two friends. 

But this is a love story that could lead both of them into 

terrible danger. 

Marcus 

Sedgwick 

 

In a bitter winter, Tomas and his son, Peter, settle in a small 

village as woodcutters. Tomas digs a channel of fast-flowing 

waters around their hut so that they have their own little 

island kingdom. Peter doesn’t understand why his father has 

done this, or why his father carries a long, battered box, 

whose mysterious contents he is forbidden to know. 

But Tomas is a man with a past—a past that is tracking him 

with deadly intent. As surely as the snow falls softly in the 

forest of a hundred thousand silver birch trees, father and 

son must face a soulless enemy and a terrifying destiny. 

Mark 

Haddon 

 

Christopher John Francis Boone knows all the countries of 

the world and their capitals and every prime number up to 

7,057. He relates well to animals but has no understanding 

of human emotions. He cannot stand to be touched. And he 

detests the colour yellow.  

This improbable story of Christopher's quest to investigate 

the suspicious death of a neighbourhood dog makes for one 

of the most captivating, unusual and widely heralded novels 

in recent years. 
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Meg 

Rosoff 

 

Fifteen-year-old Daisy is sent from Manhattan to England to 

visit her aunt and cousins she’s never met: three boys near 

her age, and their little sister. Her aunt goes away on 

business soon after Daisy arrives. The next day bombs go off 

as London is attacked and occupied by an unnamed enemy. 

As power fails, and systems fail, the farm becomes more 

isolated. Despite the war, it’s a kind of Eden, with no adults 

in charge and no rules, a place where Daisy’s uncanny bond 

with her cousins grows into something rare and 

extraordinary. But the war is everywhere, and Daisy and her 

cousins must lead each other into a world that is unknown 

in the scariest, most elemental way. A riveting and 

astonishing story. 

Neil 

Gaiman 

 

Bod is an unusual boy who inhabits an unusual place—he's 

the only living resident of a graveyard. Raised from infancy 

by the ghosts, werewolves, and other cemetery denizens, 

Bod has learned the antiquated customs of his guardians' 

time as well as their ghostly teachings—such as the ability to 

Fade so mere mortals cannot see him. Can a boy raised by 

ghosts face the wonders and terrors of the worlds of both 

the living and the dead?  The Graveyard Book is the winner 

of the Newbery Medal, the Carnegie Medal, the Hugo Award 

for best novel, the Locus Award for Young Adult novel, the 

American Bookseller Association’s “Best Indie Young Adult 

Buzz Book,” a Horn Book Honor and Audio Book of the Year. 

Patrick 

Ness 

 

Todd Hewitt is the only boy in a town of men. Ever since the 

settlers were infected with the Noise germ, Todd can hear 

everything the men think, and they hear everything he 

thinks. Todd is just a month away from becoming a man, but 

in the midst of the cacophony, he knows that the town is 

hiding something from him -- something so awful Todd is 

forced to flee with only his dog, whose simple, loyal voice he 

hears too. With hostile men from the town in pursuit, the 

two stumble upon a strange and eerily silent creature: a girl. 

Who is she? Why wasn't she killed by the germ like all the 

females on New World? Propelled by Todd's gritty narration, 

readers are in for a white-knuckle journey in which a boy on 

the cusp of manhood must unlearn everything he knows in 

order to figure out who he truly is. 
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Philip 

Reeve 

 

London is hunting. The great Traction City lumbers after a 

small town, eager to strip its prey of all assets and move on. 

Resources on the Great Hunting Ground that once was 

Europe are so limited that mobile cities must consume one 

another to survive, a practice known as Municipal 

Darwinism. Tom, an apprentice in the Guild of Historians, 

saves his hero, Head Historian Thaddeus Valentine, from a 

murder attempt by the mysterious Hester Shaw -- only to 

find himself thrown from the city and stranded with Hester 

in the Out Country. As they struggle to follow the tracks of 

the city, the sinister plans of London's leaders begin to 

unfold ... 

Suzanne 

Collins 

 

In the ruins of a place once known as North America lies the 

nation of Panem, a shining Capitol surrounded by twelve 

outlying districts. Long ago the districts waged war on the 

Capitol and were defeated. As part of the surrender terms, 

each district agreed to send one boy and one girl to appear 

in an annual televised event called, "The Hunger Games," a 

fight to the death on live TV. Sixteen-year-old Katniss 

Everdeen, who lives alone with her mother and younger 

sister, regards it as a death sentence when she is forced to 

represent her district in the Games. The terrain, rules, and 

level of audience participation may change but one thing is 

constant: kill or be killed.  

George 

Orwell 

 

Hidden away in the Record Department of the sprawling 

Ministry of Truth, Winston Smith skilfully rewrites the past to 

suit the needs of the Party. He rebels against the totalitarian 

world he lives in which demands absolute obedience and 

controls him through the all-seeing telescreens and the 

watchful eye of Big Brother, symbolic head of the Party. In 

his longing for truth and liberty, Smith begins a secret love 

affair with a fellow-worker Julia but soon discovers the true 

price of freedom is betrayal. George Orwell's dystopian 

masterpiece, 1984 is perhaps the most pervasively 

influential book of the twentieth century. 

Richard 

Adams  

 

A plane crashes on an uninhabited island and the only survivors, a 

group of schoolboys, assemble on the beach and wait to be 

rescued. By day they inhabit a land of bright fantastic birds and 

dark blue seas, but at night their dreams are haunted by the image 

of a terrifying beast. The boys' delicate sense of order fades and 

their childish fears are transformed into something deeper and 

more primitive. Their games take on a horrible significance, and 

before long the well-behaved party of schoolboys has turned into a 

tribe of faceless, murderous savages. 

 

 


