
Summer Reading Year 7 

Author Suggested Titles Genre & Description 

 Andrew Lake 

 

The year is 1868 and Sherlock Holmes is fourteen. His life 

is that of a perfectly ordinary army officer’s son: boarding 

school, good manners, a classical education – the 

backbone of the British Empire. But all that is about to 

change. With his father suddenly posted to India and his 

mother mysteriously ‘unwell’, Sherlock is sent to stay with 

his eccentric uncle and aunt in their vast house in 

Hampshire. So begins a summer that leads Sherlock to 

uncover his first murder, a kidnap, corruption and a 

brilliantly sinister villain of exquisitely malign intent . . . 

Michelle 

Magorian 

 

London is poised on the brink of World War II. Timid, 

scrawny Willie Beech - the abused child of a single mother 

- is evacuated to the English countryside. At first, he is 

terrified of everything, of the country sounds and sights, 

even on Mr. Tom, the gruff, kindly old man who has taken 

him in. But gradually Willie forgets the hate and despair of 

his past. He learns to love a world he never knew existed, a 

world of friendship and affection in which harsh words 

and daily beatings have no place. Then a telegram comes. 

Willie must return to his mother in London. When weeks 

pass by with no word from Willie, Mr. Tom sets out for 

London to look for the young boy he has come to love as a 

son. 

Anne Fine 

 

Kitty Killin is not only a good storyteller but also the 

World's Greatest Expert when it comes to mothers having 

new and unwanted boyfriends. Particularly when there's a 

danger they might turn into new and unwanted 

stepfathers. That's why she's sent to talk to Helly Johnston 

in the dark privacy of the lost property cupboard and why 

she tells the story of her mother and Gerald Faulkner. 
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Anthony 

Horowitz 

 

Fourteen-year-old Alex is forcibly recruited into MI6.  

Armed with secret gadgets, he is sent to investigate Herod 

Sayle, a man who is offering state-of-the-art Stormbreaker 

computers to every school in the country. But the teenage 

spy soon finds himself in mortal danger. Eight books in the 

series. 

David Walliams 

 

Welcome to the Midnight Gang!  Midnight is the time when 

all children are fast asleep, except of course for… the 

Midnight Gang. That is when their adventures are just 

beginning. When Tom gets hit on the head by a cricket ball, 

he finds himself at Lord Funt Hospital, and is greeted by a 

terrifying-looking porter. Things go from bad to worse 

when he meets the wicked matron in charge of the 

children’s ward, but Tom is about to embark on the most 

thrilling journey of a lifetime! The Midnight Gang tells an 

extraordinarily heart-warming and, of course, funny story 

of five children on a hospital ward and on a quest for 

adventure! It is a story of friendship and magic – and of 

making dreams come true. Readers are set to be utterly 

spellbound by this heartfelt story that will bring magic to 

everyone’s Christmas.  

Caroline 

Lawrence 

 

Mystery and adventure in Ancient Roman times for Flavia 

Gemina and her friends.  Sacred chickens, a jellyfish and a 

Roman mystery set in Britannia - this collection of mini-

mysteries is the perfect recipe for a gripping read! Fifteen 

in series to choose from. 

 

Cathy Cassidy 

 

Alice nearly didn't go to the sleepover. Why would Savvy, 

queen of the school, invite someone like her?  Now Alice is 

lying unconscious in a hospital bed. Lost in a wonderland 

of dreams and half-formed memories, she's surrounded 

by voices - the doctor, her worried friends and Luke - 

whose kisses the night of the fall took her by surprise. 

When the accident happened her world vanished - can 

Alice ever find her way back?  
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Philip Pullman 

 

"Without this child, we shall all die." Lyra Belacqua and her 

animal daemon live half-wild and carefree among scholars 

of Jordan College, Oxford. The destiny that awaits her will 

take her to the frozen lands of the Arctic, where witch-

clans reign and ice-bears fight. Her extraordinary journey 

will have immeasurable consequences far beyond her own 

world... 

Cornelia Funke 

 

Meggie loves books. So does her father, Mo, a bookbinder, 

although he has never read aloud to her since her mother 

mysteriously disappeared. They live quietly until the night 

a stranger knocks at their door. He has come with a 

warning that forces Mo to reveal an extraordinary secret - 

a storytelling secret that will change their lives for ever. 

David Almond 

 

When a move to a new house coincides with his baby 

sister's illness, Michael's world seems suddenly lonely and 

uncertain. Then, one Sunday afternoon, he stumbles into 

the old, ramshackle garage of his new home and finds 

something magical.  A strange creature - part owl, part 

angel, a being who needs Michael's help if he is to survive. 

With his new friend Mina, Michael nourishes Skellig back to 

health, while his baby sister languishes in the hospital. But 

Skellig is far more than he at first appears, and as he helps 

Michael breathe life into his tiny sister, Michael's world 

changes for ever . . . 

Michael 

Morpurgo 

 

In the deadly chaos of the First World War, one horse 

witnesses the reality of battle from both sides of the 

trenches. Bombarded by artillery, with bullets knocking 

riders from his back, Joey tells a powerful story of the 

truest friendships surviving in terrible times. One horse 

has the seen the best and the worst of humanity. The 

power of war and the beauty of peace. This is his story. 

Eoin Colfer 

 

Twelve-year-old villain, Artemis Fowl, is the most ingenious 

criminal mastermind in history. His bold and daring plan is 

to hold a leprechaun to ransom. But he's taking on more 

than he bargained for when he kidnaps Captain Holly 

Short of the LEPrecon (Lower Elements Police 

Reconnaissance Unit). For a start, leprechaun technology is 

more advanced than our own. Add to that the fact that 

Holly is a true heroine and that her senior officer 
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Commander Root will stop at nothing to get her back and 

you've got the mother of all sieges brewing! 

Eva Ibbotson 

 

It is 1910 and Maia, tragically orphaned at thirteen, has 

been sent from England to start a new life with distant 

relatives in Manaus, hundreds of miles up the Amazon. 

She is accompanied by an eccentric and mysterious 

governess who has secret reasons of her own for making 

the journey. Both soon discover an exotic world bursting 

with new experiences. 

Frank Cottrell 

Boyce 

 

Two brothers, Damian and Anthony, are unwittingly caught 

up in a train robbery during Britain's countdown to joining 

the Euro. Suddenly finding themselves with a vast amount 

of cash, the boys have just one glorious, appalling dilemma 

- how to spend it in the few days before it becomes 

worthless. Torn between the vices of buying a million 

pizzas and the virtues of ending world poverty, the boys 

soon discover that being rich is a mug's game. For not only 

is the clock ticking - the bungling bank robbers are closing 

in too. 

Kim Slater 

 

Shortlisted for the Waterstones Children's Book Prize, the 

Federation of Children's Book Groups Prize and longlisted 

for the 2015 Carnegie Medal, Kim Slater's outstanding 

debut, Smart, is moving and compelling novel with a 

loveable character at its heart.  

'I found Jean's friend dead in the river. His name was Colin 

Kirk. He was a homeless man, but he still wanted to live.' 

There's been a murder, but the police don't care. It was 

only a homeless old man after all. Kieran cares. He's made 

a promise, and when you say something out loud, that 

means you're going to do it, for real. He's going to find out 

what really happened. To Colin. And to his grandma, who 

just stopped coming round one day. It's a good job 

Kieran's a master of observation, and knows all the 

detective tricks of the trade.  But being a detective is 

difficult when you're Kieran Woods. When you're amazing 

at drawing but terrible at fitting in. And when there are 

dangerous secrets everywhere, not just outside, but under 

your own roof. 
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Louise Rennison 

 

The misadventures of Tallulah Casey - the amateur 

dramatic antics of Talullah and her bonkers mates. Boys, 

snogging and bad acting guaranteed! Picture the scene: 

Dother Hall performing arts college somewhere Up North, 

surrounded by rolling dales, bearded cheesemaking 

villagers (male and female) and wildlife of the squirrely-

type. On the whole, it’s not quite the showbiz experience 

Tallulah was expecting.  Six weeks of parent-free theatre 

freedom.  

Jean Ure 

 

A humorous, poignant and heart-warming story of four 

girls and their exasperating parents. “People always fall 

out after they’re married.  I’m going to stay single”   

Jasmine, Laurel, Rose and Daisy.  Four very different 

sisters, four very different attitudes! As if living with each 

other wasn’t bad enough, living with their parents is worse 

– particularly parents who are both actors.  Please!  

Jeff Kinney 

 

Let me get something straight: this is a JOURNAL, not a 

diary. This was Mom's idea, not mine. But if she thinks I'm 

going to write down my "feelings" in here or whatever, 

she's crazy.  The only reason I agreed to do this at all is 

because I figure later on when I'm rich and famous, this 

book is gonna come in handy. But for now I'm stuck with a 

bunch of morons.  Today is the first day of school, so I 

figured I might as well write in this book to pass the time. 

Just don't expect me to be all "Dear Diary" this and "Dear 

Diary" that. 

Rick Riordan 

 

Half boy.  Half God.  All Hero.  Look, I didn't want to be a 

half-blood. I never asked to be the son of a Greek God.  

I was just a normal kid, going to school, playing basketball, 

skateboarding. The usual. Until I accidentally vaporized my 

maths teacher. Now I spend my time battling monsters 

and generally trying to stay alive. This is the one where 

Zeus, God of the Sky, thinks I've stolen his lightning bolt - 

and making Zeus angry is a very bad idea. 

 

 


