
YOUR IDEAL 

CHRISTMAS DINNER 

GUEST 
   

We asked each tutor group 

whom they would most like to 

have as a Christmas dinner guest 

this year.  

There was a real range of 

candidates, but some of the 

most interesting nominations 

were:  

1) Justin Bieber (Of course!) 

2) Pippa Funnell (Olympic 

Dressage Medalist). 

3) William Shakespeare.  

4) The Emperor Augustus  

(Emperor of Rome when 

Jesus was born). 

5) The Queen.  

6) Garfield (Yes, we know he is a 

cat). 

7) The Obamas (Dream Team). 

8) Ferne Britten (TV Presenter, 

Mum and Writer). 

9) Clare Balding (Sports 

Commentator, TV Presenter) 

and ….  

10) Donald Trump! 

 

 

 

MAKE IT A FAIRTRADE CHRISTMAS  
 

What does Fairtrade mean?  

It helps small-scale farmers and 

workers through trade not aid. 

They get a minimum price 

when they sell their goods and 

if they earn more than that 

price, that extra money is 

returned into a Fairtrade 

Premium fund for them to 

spend on their communities to 

improve social, economic or 

environmental conditions. 

Who benefits from 

Fairtrade? 

Many poorer communities 

around the world. There 

are 1,226 Fairtrade 

producers in 74 countries. 

Did you know that 26% of 

all farmers and workers in 

Fairtrade are women? 

Fairtrade Gift Ideas: 

Fairtrade Poinsettias from 

Interflora, £25 

Divine Milk & Dark Belgian 

Chocolate Selection, 

Waitrose £10. 

Organic and Fairtrade 

Mulled wine sachets, 

Steenbergs £1.85. 

Traidcraft Fairtrade Top 

Iced Christmas Cake in Tin 

£12.95. 

Fairtrade Tea and Coffee, 

M&S £1.60 or £1.80. 

Dress from People Tree 

from £60. 

Fairtrade jewellery from 

Cred Jewellery. 
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What can you buy 

that is Fairtrade? 

Most people think of 

Fairtrade bananas from 

South America. But a 

squidgy banana in a 

Christmas stocking 

wouldn’t be nice! There 

is also Fairtrade : 

chocolate, coffee, 

sugar, tea, flowers, 

cotton…. and cosmetics, 

to name just a few. 



A ‘GOODBYE’ INTERVIEW WITH MR GATES, by Lucy Webster and ‘Spectre’ 
 

Q: Are you excited to go back 

home? 

A: Yes I am excited, while at the 

same time very sad to be 

leaving Manor House. 

Q: What is your best memory of 

working here? 

A: Happy people; driving down 

towards the house and feeling 

very blessed to work in such a 

beautiful setting.  

Q: What is your most 

embarrassing moment? 

A: Sending out an e-mail to 

remind everyone about a 

Remembrance Day Service and 

my typing and auto correct 

changed it to ‘Remember Acne 

Service!’ 

Q: How do you feel about 

leaving Manor House? 

A: While I am sad to be leaving, 

as a teacher you get used to a 

constant change each year as 

pupils move on to new Year 

Groups, or finish their GCSEs 

and move on. I also believe that 

it is good for new things to 

happen in a school, so I’m 

excited for Manor House and 

the new things that will be 

happening in the years to come.  

Q What was your favourite 

Senior Production? 

A: I loved “The Sound of Music” 

in 2015. 

Q: What will you miss about 

living in the UK? 

A: The long summer days and 

the best city of all: LONDON! 

Q: What is the most significant 

lesson you have learnt working 

at Manor House? 

A: People are people, no matter 

how small. 

Q: Describe yourself in three 

words. 

A: I think I am approachable, 

understanding and Christian. 

Q: Where do you think will you 

be in ten years’ time? 

A: Either in Cape Town, or back 

in the UK. so my daughter can 

attend a UK university. 

So we might be seeing you in 10 

years. HURRAY! 

Thank you Mr Gates, we will 

miss you A LOT! 

You always make us laugh. 

You always make assembly 

great with your stories and 

comments! 

You always say hello. 

These are just some of the 

many amazing things you do. 

So from the past and present 

girls THANK YOU SO MUCH. 

You have left a huge legacy for 

the new Deputy Head. Good 

luck in South Africa and 

remember to CLEAN YOUR 

SHOES! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

HELP! IT’S CHRISTMAS 

– Problem Page. 

By the Secret Scholar 

Hello! I am the Secret Scholar 

and my role is to be your 

listening ear. I asked each tutor 

group for their Christmas 

worries or concerns. 

So, in this first edition of the 

‘Manor House Times’, I will 

answer some of your questions 

and help you solve your 

Christmas dilemmas.  

The first question I have had is: 

Will my family like their presents? 

Well, I think this covers the 

whole school, parents and staff. 

I am sure, if you give from the 

heart, it will be great and 

everyone will feel happy that 

you have remembered them.  

My safe-bet recommendations 

are: fancy chocolates; soap or 

bath smellies; gift vouchers and, 

for adults, a bottle of wine may 

just help their Christmas go 

with a swing!  

I’ve also had another query 

about ungrateful recipients.  

Now this happens a lot, and 

from personal experience, I 

think the best solution for 

everyone receiving a gift is to 

smile and say thank you, and 

give the sender a hug (and yes 

you are not too old to hug your 

friends and family). If they can’t 

manage a “thank you” then 

next year, forget them! 

Next on your list of concerns is: 

how to avoid the Christmas binge. 

This is very hard as it's all so 

tasty and we are lucky that gifts 

and food are plentiful at this 

time of year, but I suggest 3 

simple ideas to help you pace 

yourself:  

1) Don't over spend; only get 

what you need so plan ahead 

and know how many people 

you are buying or catering for. 

2) Be careful about your 

portion sizes; you can go back 

for seconds, if you are really 

hungry. 

3) Try not to fill up on tasty 

nibbles and crisps before the 

meal, as this will blow you out 

with unsatisfying carbs. 

So, keep it simple and smiley 

this Christmas, and have a 

cracking time! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CHRISTMAS VIEWING 

AND READING:  

Some of your Top Festive Films 

and Books -  

At Christmas, it’s easy to fall 

into the trap of watching 

‘Christmas Specials’ which have 

been repeated for the past five 

or fifty years… or, ‘Arthur’ for 

the tenth time!  

So, we asked our students what 

films and books they would 

recommend, to avoid the 

seasonal selection of sloppy 

seconds… 

Films:  

 Rise of the Guardians 

(Cert PG). 

 Arthur Christmas (Jim 

Broadbent, Hugh Laurie: 

Cert U). 

 The Polar Express (Tom 

Hanks narrates this new 

classic: Cert U). 

 Nightmare before 

Christmas (A ghoulish tale: 

Cert PG). 

 Elf (Will Ferrell as the 

comical Elf: Cert PG). 

 The Grinch (Jim Carrey’s 

masterpiece: Cert PG). 

 

 

 

 

 

Books: 

 

 Father Christmas Needs a 

Wee (Nicholas Allan). 

 The Little Prince (Antoine 

de St-Exupery). 

 The Night Before 

Christmas (Clement C 

Moore). 

 A Christmas Carol (Charles 

Dickens)… 

 The Snowman (Hamish 

Hamilton). 

 The Robin (Michael 

Morpurgo). 

 

So, don’t get stuck in a rut; 

watch or read something 

new! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

 

 

REFUGEES AT 

CHRISTMAS. 

 

It’s easy to feel helpless when 

faced with a global problem; 

“What difference can I make? “ -  

a question  we often ask 

ourselves;  “It’s beyond my 

control.”  The UNHCR estimates 

that 21.3 million people are 

refugees. They have fled their 

country in fear of persecution 

for religious, racial, national, or 

political reasons, and they 

cannot return. 

The desperate plight of Syrian 

refugees has been in the news 

a lot this year and has appalled 

many of us. 4 million Syrians 

have fled since the war began.  

So, what CAN we do to help? 

Here are some ideas on what 

you could do at home: 

Make a financial donation. 

There are many aid agencies 

and NGOs (not-for-profit, Non- 

Government Organisations, 

working to help refugees). 

These include: 

The Red Cross - providing 

emergency health services. 

The UNHCR (UN refugee 

agency) - providing water, 

mosquito nets, tents, 

healthcare for refugee 

camps. 

Save the Children - 

distributing essential items 

such as nappies, hygiene 

kits and food to families. 

Get involved with small 

groups.   People have set 

up lots of groups around 

the country that collect 

items of clothing or books, 

clean linen and necessary 

items to send out to some 

of the camps.  

Refugee-action.org.uk has 

more details. 

Hold a fundraiser. Have a 

post-Christmas clear out of 

old toys, books or clothes, 

and get in contact with one 

of the agencies to arrange 

collection of items, or send 

in money raised from a sale. 

This would be a wonderful 

way to start the New Year; 

doing something that 

makes you feel good and 

does some good for others! 

We might not be able to change 

the world, but we can make a 

small change in our lives and 

make a difference. 

By the Manor House Times 

News Team. 

 

 

ABOUT THE NEWS 

CLUB AT MHS 

If you’ve enjoyed reading this 

first edition of the ‘Manor 

House Times’,  why don’t you 

consider becoming part of the 

team and join us after school 

on a Thursday from 4pm to 

4:45? 

Creative writers, reporters and 

photographers all welcome! 

 

 

 

 

 

 


