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A Sport-centric Technology Enthusiast is Manor House School’s New Inspiring Headteacher  

 

Head Teacher Tracey Fantham has presented at Apple’s London HQ, introduced her past pupils to 

robotics and is passionate about digital technology for learning and sport.  But there is so much 

more to her as an inspirational leader of girls including her passions for psychology, 

entrepreneurialism, citizenship, art and photography. 

On September 1 she became the new Headteacher at the selective all-girls’ independent Manor 

House School in Bookham.  We caught up with her recently to speak to her about her beliefs and her 

vision for the school … 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

There’s an old African proverb: “If you want to go fast, go alone. If you want to go far, go together.” 

And it has taken pride of place at Manor House School – in the office of new Headteacher Tracey 

Fantham. She exudes a strong spirit of teamwork, leadership and excellence. 

No surprise there: she’s the daughter of late England-capped footballer Johnny Fantham, Sheffield 

Wednesday’s great post-war goalscorer (166 goals in 434 games). 

Ms Fantham has scored a few goals herself too.  Her own sporting credentials including hockey for 

Surrey, as well as squash and waterpolo for Loughborough. 

She joined Manor House School, Bookham on September 1, bringing with her a passion for 

technological innovation. It is absolutely central to her ethos of preparing pupils for the 21st 

century’s rapidly accelerating pace of change.   Merciless unrelenting change. 

“Never again is someone going to pay you for something they can look up themselves online” she 

said, quoting Seth Godin.    

Ms Fantham has worked closely with Apple, presenting at the iconic company’s London HQ and 

issued iPads to all the pupils at her previous school, Epsom’s Science Academy, Blenheim High 

School.   She also introduced the youngsters there to robotics… by bringing a working robot into the 

school. 



So there we have it. Tracey Fantham is a sport-centric technology enthusiast – except that this 

barely scratches the surface.   There is so much more. Her passions for psychology, 

entrepreneurialism, citizenship, art and photography shine through. All this suggests she is a 

polymath but too modest to admit it. 

This modesty is most evident when Ms Fantham is asked to name her three most important qualities 

she would like her pupils to emulate. She prefers to speak in general terms: 

 Striving for excellence – “My father was the best sportsman I have ever met. When he was 

14 he could have become a professional golfer, cricketer or footballer.” 

 Positivity – “It’s really important to be positive. You have to seek out positive people.” 

 Integrity – the best and only way of conducting one’s self when dealing with people. 

Ms Fantham’s heroes are thought leaders such as Stephen Covey (The 7 Habits of Highly Effective 

People), Howard Gardner (Multiple Intelligences) and Carol Dweck (Mindset). Her current read is 

Matthew Syed’s ‘Black Box Thinking’. 

Her vision is to ensure that girls leave Manor House School with the academic qualifications and the 

confidence to pursue their dreams and ambitions, coupled with qualities that ensure integrity and 

kindness and with experiences that foster a better understanding of democratic ideals and 

responsible citizenship.  

The foundations of good character, motivation, aspiration, success and happiness start at a young 

age – which is why Manor House School has always placed such importance in its award-winning 

Nursery and Pre-Prep Department. Ms Fantham is keen to grow and develop these further and will 

also be working on a wider development plan for the school.   

Manor House School’s strong reputation for the pastoral care of its girls remains close to her heart 

however Ms Fantham is keen to hone her charges’ commercially relevant skills in STEM (Science, 

Technology, Engineering and Mathematics). 

Her plans could also be reflected in the art studio too: complementing the school’s existing success 

with more digital technology and photography.  “One of the most fantastic pieces of art I have seen 

recently was created on an iPad with an Apple Pencil,” said Ms Fantham. 

Ms Fantham also wants to build on the success the school has had in preparing its girls for modern 

life.  That is likely to mean bringing in more external speakers to address the girls on good citizenship 

and providing opportunities to attend community events. 

It could also involve more personal finance training to prepare them for the pitfalls of dealing with 

banking, investments, mortgages and pensions.     At Blenheim, her GCSE pupils did extra personal 

finance training in maths lessons following their exams – “it’s really important.” 

Social media is putting increasing pressure on older children in today’s world and Ms Fantham wants 

to ensure that her pupils are properly equipped to deal with it. 

http://manorhouseschool.org/departments/nursery/
http://manorhouseschool.org/departments/pre-prep/


But for all her enthusiasm for technology and psychology, it’s impossible to imagine her being 

anything other than in her perfect role as a Headteacher. 

“I knew from when I was at school that I always wanted to be a teacher – I had a fantastically 

inspiring PE teacher,” she said. 

And now Tracey Fantham is inspiring the next generation. 

Manor House School will hold its next Open Morning on Saturday October 1.  For further details, 

contact Allison Clark on 01372 457077, admissions@manorhouseschool.org, 

http://manorhouseschool.org 

-Ends-  
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