
P R O S P E C T U S



W E L C O M E

Manor House School is a very special 
and beautiful place to learn and grow. 

  

Founded in 1920, the school is nestled in seventeen  

acres of magical gardens, woodland and sports fields in 

the vil lage of Bookham, Surrey. Our magnificent country 

house is complemented by state-of-the-art educational 

facil it ies and brought alive by the creative and positive 

energy of the girls who choose to learn here. 

We are a selective independent day school for girls  

aged 2-16 years and have an on-site Nursery, Pre-Prep,  

Junior and Senior School. We are members of the Girls 

Schools Association (GSA).

Our vision is to ensure that girls leave Manor House 

School with the academic qualif ications and confidence 

to pursue their dreams and ambitions. With qualities that 

ensure integrity and kindness and with experiences that 

foster a better understanding of democratic ideals and 

responsible citizenship.   



Our school maxim -  

‘an individual approach to academic success’  

- represents our aim to develop happy young women 

who believe in their abil it ies and achieve their 

personal best. Seven core values underpin our school 

motto and form the foundations of school l ife:

A Love of Learning

Academic Excellence

Unforgettable Experiences

Individual Challenge

Happy and Healthy

Creative and Collaborative

Future Leaders  

GCSE and Key Stage 2 results are well above 

average and our staff support and stretch every girl 

academically, whilst ensuring that she is a happy and 

active member of our school community. We are proud 

of our facil it ies, academic excellence, technology 

supporting learning and achievements in a variety  

of activities and pursuits. 

I  very much look forward to meeting you and  

your daughter and welcoming your family to  

Manor House School.

Tracey Fantham BA (Hons) MA NPQH

Headteacher

"Our aim is to 
develop young 

women who believe 
in their abilities 
and achieve their 

personal best."



A  L O V E  O F  
L E A R N I N G

We nurture our girls into  
confident, successful and happy young 
women who contribute to society, with  

a passion for lifelong learning  
and a curiosity about the world 

around them.  

Our forward thinking approach ensures that girls  

are prepared for the modern world with the skil ls and 

qualities of leadership, teamwork, self-confidence and 

generosity of spirit ,  underpinned by the traditional 

values of respect, kindness and integrity. Technology is 

integrated into the learning environment and girls use 

iPads as a tool to support their learning.



We provide a supportive, yet demanding, learning 

environment. Well-equipped spaces and excellent 

resources for every age create the best possible 

learning experience, where girls are encouraged and 

inspired by committed teaching staff. We love to learn, 

working together and helping each other, from the 

Nursery through to the Seniors.

Happy pupils make the greatest progress in their 

learning. At Manor House School we identify  

and develop the individual qualities of each  

girl and support her in intellectual, social and  

physical pursuits.

"Girls are prepared  
for the modern world with 
the skills and qualities of 

leadership, teamwork,  
self-confidence and generosity 
of spirit, underpinned by the 
traditional values of respect, 

kindness and integrity."



A C A D E M I C  
E X E L L E N C E

Through appropriate measures of 
individual guidance and challenge, 
girls at Manor House School achieve 

excellent academic standards. 

From the Pre-Prep Department through to Seniors, 

our approach allows girls to flourish as independent 

learners, ensuring they progress to the Sixth Form or 

College of their choice. Transition through the school 

is seamless and as a result, progress data indicates 

exceptional ‘added value’ as girls exceed target grades. 

Our teaching staff have a deep enthusiasm and 

passion for their subjects and age specialisms and 

engage girls through high quality teaching and 

learning. Regular feedback between teacher and  

pupil in all aspects of work and play is at the heart  

of our success.  

Right from the outset in Nursery and Pre-Prep, we 

plan, support or extend work as each girl develops.   

In the Junior School, setting for spell ing and guided 

reading begins in Year 3 to ensure real development 

of confidence and skil ls for each and every pupil. 

Mathematics setting begins in Year 4, with girls moving 

between sets as proficiency grows. Spanish  

is introduced in Year 5 and Latin in Year 6. 



In the Senior School girls follow a broad curriculum 

including a choice of three modern languages,  

Latin or Classical Civil isation, Humanities and practical 

subjects. Girls are tested at the start of Year 7, 

allowing us to track progress as they move up  

the school.

From Year 10, each girl studies the core GCSE subjects 

of English, Mathematics and Science along with four 

chosen subjects from a range of broad options. Girls 

also continue to study RS, PE and PSHE as  

non-examined subjects. While academic progress  

is naturally the focus, school l ife is also fi l led with 

sport, art, music, expeditions and a range of  

extra-curricular activities. 

 

"Feedback 
between teacher 
and pupil in all 
aspects of work 
and play is at 

the heart of our 
success."



U N F O R G E T T A B L E  
E X P E R I E N C E S

School life is about so much more  
than academic results and the 

education and opportunities on  
offer at Manor House School extend 

well beyond the classroom. 

The curriculum is enhanced through school trips and 

visiting speakers, both of which help to widen and 

deepen the girls ’  understanding as well as l inking their 

learning to the world around them. 

All girls can represent the school in sports teams, 

perform in the school productions and take part 

in the annual ‘theme week' which offers a range of 

unique experiences. Girls have the opportunity to 

experience a wide range of activities and every pupil is 

encouraged to find an interest that suits her skil ls. 

"Friendships are 
forged and the 

memories created 
are discussed for 
years to come."



From the youngest age groups, girls benefit from  

our provision of swimming, French, cooking,  

Physical Education, Music (learning the violin, 

piano and recorder by the end of Year 2) and 

Performing Arts – ballet, dance and drama -  

and our very own Forest School.

The friendships forged and memories created on  

the annual residential trips (that girls take part in from 

Year 3) are discussed for years to come. Senior girls 

develop leadership and teamwork skil ls through  

the Prefect system and the Duke of Edinburgh’s  

Award scheme.



I N D I V I D U A L  
C H A L L E N G E

An individual approach to academic 
success is demonstrated every day 

throughout the school.   

Our staff know and understand each and every girl and 

through this individual approach are able to nurture 

and stretch each pupil to ensure that she fulfi ls her 

potential,  be that academically, on the sports field, 

musically or on stage. 

Class sizes are small with tutor groups of no more than 

twenty in our senior department and all girls receive 

the individual attention that wil l  ensure they flourish. 

Our aim is to encourage pupils to have and achieve 

the highest aspirations. We recognise that some of our 

pupils have a high level of academic abil ity in one or 

more subject areas, or indeed an exceptional talent 

such as leadership, creativity or highly developed 

social skil ls. 

"Girls receive 
the individual 
attention that 

will ensure they 
flourish."



We offer a rich, challenging and differentiated 

provision for our most able pupils so that all  

ages can work at their own level and pace. This is 

realised through in-year setting, staff mentoring,  

self-paced learning for specific areas and 

differentiated schemes of work. 

Girls who show a particular subject strength 

 can study for an AS Level or extra GCSE at Manor 

House School before they move on to their chosen 

Sixth Form or College.



H A P P Y  & 
H E A L T H Y

A welcoming, happy atmosphere,  
a warm, friendly ethos and positive 

relationships between pupils and staff 
create an environment in which girls 

feel happy, safe and supported.  

Strong pastoral care and a focus on wellbeing is an 

important feature of the school and the smaller setting 

ensures that girls are known as individuals by all . 

These qualities inspire the girls to achieve their  

very best as they progress through the school  

from Nursery to GCSEs. 

Sport is a fundamental part of Manor House School 

l ife. Specialist teaching takes place throughout the 

school, with girls developing individual and team 

skil ls, self-confidence and a positive attitude towards 

physical activity and fitness. Through sport for all and 

a wide range of extra-curricular activities, girls are 

encouraged to foster a healthy, active l ifestyle.  

We play competitive matches against a number of 

schools and compete successfully in district and 

county championships.  



"Strong  
pastoral care 

and a focus on 
wellbeing is an 

important feature  
of the school."

The Pre-Prep curriculum includes physical 

development, games skil ls and activities, gymnastics, 

dance, outdoor adventure activities, Forest School 

and swimming. By Seniors, our PE curriculum includes 

traditional team games - netball ,  hockey and rounders 

– as well as football ,  handball ,  volleyball ,  basketball , 

swimming, athletics and orienteering. Movement is 

also expressed through gymnastics and dance.

Senior and Junior extra-curricular activities include 

athletics, badminton, cross country, dance, gymnastics, 

hockey, rounders, team netball ,  tennis, swimming and 

yoga. Inter-house challenges also rouse the girls ’  best 

competitive instincts, in addition to school sports days 

and swimming galas. 

Our award-winning in-house catering team create 

balanced and varied menus and we enjoy fantastic, 

healthy food, using local suppliers and produce 

wherever possible. 



C R E A T I V E  & 
C O L L A B O R A T I V E

Art, Drama, Music and Dance  
enable our girls to develop their 

creative and expressive skills. 

Within the classroom, creative application of 

knowledge and skil ls is developed, essential for 

twenty-first century l ife. All girls have the opportunity 

to take part in the high quality school productions and 

studying a musical instrument is encouraged for all . 

Girls enjoy practising and performing together as part 

of our choirs, orchestra, instrumental ensembles and 

school bands. Opportunities to perform to external 

audiences, such as at the National Trust’s Polesden 

Lacey and Hatchlands, or on BBC Radio Surrey feature 

in our annual calendar. Speech and Drama (LAMDA) 

lessons are available from Year 3.



"Creative application  
of knowledge and skills 

is developed –  
essential for 21st-

century life."

Manor House School collaborates with other  

schools to the benefit of all pupils, for language and 

sporting competitions, access to facil it ies and  

a plethora of educational trips. 

Opportunities to participate in a range of charitable 

events foster an understanding and generosity of spirit 

for those in greater need. These activities, alongside 

outreach work both locally and internationally, 

ensure that girls leave Manor House School with an 

appreciation of the wider world they wil l  enter beyond 

school and university. 



F U T U R E
L E A D E R S

Manor House School aims to help 
girls develop into responsible, tolerant 
young women with the ambition and 

ability to contribute to society and 
become the leaders of tomorrow. 

When our girls reach the top of the school in Year 11, 

they enjoy responsibil it ies and privileges normally 

awarded at Sixth Form level. The Senior Prefect team, 

including Head Girl ,  Deputy Head Girl and House 

Captains, is voted for by peers and staff. 

There are a number of Prefect roles, allowing girls to 

play a leading role in school events and special days 

as well as acting as role models, peer mentors and 

supportive friends.



As the cycle of change around us gathers momentum, 

we are preparing our children for a world where digital 

technology is transforming work and social l ife at an 

explosive pace. At Manor House School, we prepare 

our young people not only for the technologically rich 

world in which they wil l  l ive and grow, but with the 

maturity to use their skil ls and these tools wisely.

Manor House alumnae enter a wide range of 

professions, from medicine to engineering, the 

arts to academia. We cherish our alumnae and are 

delighted to welcome them back as valued members 

of our community and as mentors, visiting speakers, 

Governors and thoroughly inspiring women. 

"We prepare our 
young people for 

the technologically 
rich world in 

which they will 
live and grow."



C O N T A C T  U S

Email: admissions@manorhouseschool.org 

www.manorhouseschool.org

Tel: 01372 457077

Address
Manor House School,
Manor House Lane,
Little Bookham,
Surrey.
KT23 4EN

School Bus Services
Manor House School is easily accessible from 
Leatherhead, Ashtead, Cobham, Dorking, East 
and West Horsley, Epsom, Esher, Guildford, 
and the surrounding vil lages.  A comprehensive 
school bus service transports pupils from as far 
southwest as Guildford through to Wimbledon 
and London connections. 

Member of the Girls Schools Association (GSA)



Manor House School, Manor House Lane, Little Bookham, Surrey KT23 4EN 
www.manorhouseschool.org | Tel: 01372 457077 
Email: admissions@manorhouseschool.org

A SELECTIVE INDEPENDENT DAY  
SCHOOL FOR GIRLS AGED 2-16 YEARS 

  @ManorHseSchool   manorhousesch


